MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
at the Swan there was a deaf old man, the low-comedy character, and his name was Jacob Earwig.
The production of The Taming of the Shrew was much heralded in advance. All during rehearsals we were led to believe that this was to be a great and history-making production. The strange fact is that it was. Nothing that Daly had hoped for the production before the first night turned out to be too extravagant. It was at once taken up and acclaimed by the press. For years afterwards this performance of The Taming of the Shrew was talked of as an historical event, and certainly it was the highest point of achievement in Daly's career of many successes. It was perhaps a surprise to the public, but no more so than it was to us, that a company which had made its success in light comedies from the German should reach its highest point in a Shakespearian comedy. We had not been very happy or successful in The Merry Wives of Windsor.
By 1887 the four principal actors of the Daly Theatre were so firmly intrenched in the public's favor and so much identified with the succession of plays that Daly would not run the risk of leaving one of this group out of the cast. Accordingly, into the trivial and unimportant role of Curtis., a retainer of Petruchio, he put the ever popular Mrs. Gilbert. Curtis is really aedimprovedthe .......................... PtrstPlayer
